
Tips for Getting Rid of French Broom 
French Broom Biological Info
Almost all the broom plants found in north Santa Cruz County are French broom 
(Genista monspessulana). Therefore, this discussion will address only French broom. 
French broom is a woody, perennial shrub with an average lifespan of 12-15 years. It 
has significantly more leaves when compared to Scotch or Portuguese broom. Frost 
or drought may cause branches to die, but the plants often resprout from the stem. 
French broom has deep taproots and may have branched roots depending on local 
conditions or plant disturbance, such as cutting or mowing.

French broom may flower throughout much of the year in mild climates, but mostly flowers in the spring & early 
summer. Seed pods are 0.75”-1.25” in length, hairy and usually contain 5-8 seeds which burst apart in the summer and 
send seeds outward from the plant as far as six feet. Seed can remain viable for a very long time.

There are two main schools of thought on treating French broom. The first is to minimize soil disturbance to limit flushes of 
new seedlings at any given time. This usually only works in areas with very little or no disturbance and usually is ineffective 
over time. The second is to disturb the soil during the removal to increase the initial flushes of seedlings and more rapidly 
deplete the French broom seed bank. The latter is recommended, but does require adequate follow up for a few years.

With all control methods, care should be taken to prevent damage to desirable plants 
and plant seedlings and limit erosion potential.

Hand Removal (includes use of a weed wrench)
Timing
The best time to pull French broom is prior to flowers forming. The ground is softer and 
often the plants are smaller. If plants are removed after they have gone to flower and start-
ed to form seed pods, control of new seed is important. Once seedpods have formed, pull 

it, place it on tarps and take it to the landfill. If this is not a viable option, place the pulled plants in moderate sized piles 
away from desirable plants. This limits the spread of new seed to small areas.

Treatment Methods
Pulling French broom and removing the roots is best. Hand removal is easiest when the 
ground is wet, but not saturated. However, hand removal by hand pulling or with a Weed 
wrench can succeed even in the late summer and fall.

Cutting. If you cannot remove the roots due to site conditions (soil, rocks, slope stability, 
buildings, etc), you can cut around or below the root crown with a knife or any sharp tool. 
You must cut completely around the stem to interrupt vascular movement.  

Cutting French broom above the root crown is not usually recommended. If cutting is your 
only practical choice, you should choose a method based on when you plan to revisit the 
area. With any cutting, you should remove all seed pods for disposal. If off-site disposal is 
not possible, place all cut broom and seed pods into piles to contain new seed within the 
pile vicinity.

• Cut the plant 1-2 feet above the soil and remove all branches below the cut. Although this allows more initial 
resprouting, it reduces the risk of injury to animals or humans, allows you to find the cut stems later and increas-
es future treatment options.

• In the mid-summer to fall, prior to the rain, cut French broom at the ground level. Although some resprouting 
should be expected, low nutrient and moisture levels should reduce resprouts

Additional treatment methods for seedlings
Flaming. To do flaming correctly and safely requires a level of training and equipment. Unless you have had this train-
ing and have the proper equipment, the treatment may not be effective and there is a risk of fire or injury.

Weed wacking or hoeing. These methods can be somewhat effective if the seedlings are small enough. Both will re-
quire that you weed wack or hoe at the ground level resulting in some upper-level soil disturbance. 

Cut completely around the stem

Some of these methods are 
not appropriate in the sand-
hills or areas with protected 

species or fragile habitat.



Herbicides
Although there are a large number of herbicides on the market, many are not available to the general public and/or 
have toxicity issues for some species of animals and humans. Often, they require special gear or training. Alternately, 
herbicides called “organic or environmentally friendly” are mostly contact herbicides and only damage areas of the 
plant they contact directly. They are generally ineffective at killing perennial plants and annual plants with significant 
root systems. Additionally, many of them have toxicity issues of their own in the concentrations required.

There are situations where herbicide is the most practical method and will result in the least environmental dam-
age. However, most over the counter herbicides contain surfactants with varying levels of toxicity to some species of 
animal. Due to this and potential damage to desirable plant species, the use of herbicide should be limited as much as 
practical, especially with regard to the concentration, application method and when or where it is used. 

The most commonly used herbicide is glyphosate. The glyphosate available to the general public contains surfactants 
with some additional level of toxicity. Under some conditions and applications glyphosate has toxicity and safety 
issues. Additionally, it is significantly overused, which can lead to plant resistance and reduce desirable plants and di-
versity. Despite this, if herbicide is used, glyphosate is the recommended choice by many professional land managers 
and experts. If the correct method of application is used and it is applied carefully and correctly, the risk from use of 
glyphosate can be greatly reduced, and in some cases eliminated. 

The safest forms of glyphosate contain no added surfactant in the container. This allows the applicator to use glypho-
sate without any surfactant or to add an application specific non-ionic surfactant and/or additive, which can be much 
safer for humans and the environment. However, these forms of glyphosate are usually not available to the general 
public and require a state pesticide applicator license. Because of the likelihood of a more effective and less damaging 
application due to professional training and experience, it is recommended that you hire an environmentally responsi-
ble state licensed Pesticide applicator to apply the herbicide.

Examples of glyphosate without toxic surfactants include: Rodeo©, Aquamaster©and Roundup Custom for Aquatic 
Habitats©.  All 3 of these products are 53.8% glyphosate. 

Treatment Methods
Cut and Paint application (for invasive woody stemmed plant species, such as French broom). 
The glyphosate concentration should be 25% to 50%. So, if using one of the above examples, 
use full strength or 50:50 mix with water.

• No surfactant is usually needed. 

• Dye should be added to the herbicide to track the application coverage.

• Herbicide should be brought on site in new, sealed containers.

• All application containers should be filled and stored within an appropriate, specific area 
to reduce any possibility of contamination or spillage.

• Work should be monitored and periodically adjusted, as necessary.

• The cut should be within 2-3” of the ground and as close to horizontal as practical, to reduce the risk of dripping.                       

• Herbicide should be applied within 1 minute of making the cut, but no later than 2 minutes, after the cut.

On small plants paint the whole stem cross section. On larger plants, paint only the plant cambium layer area. For 
plants with stem diameter of roughly one centimeter or less (1/3” or less), higher rates of resprouts may be observed. 
At this size, pulling can be more efficient and faster than cut and paint.

Applications should be done with specific equipment to greatly reduces the risk of dripping or spillage. It’s recom-
mended to use dabbers with medium-hard, felt tipped applicators for stems under 2” and 1” paint brushes for plants 
with larger stems.

Spray application. Spray to French broom seedlings, larger plants or when applying herbicide to the stems.

It is strongly recommended that herbicide spray on any scale be completed by an environmentally 
focused licensed pesticide applicator. This is due to the potential risk of environmental contamina-
tion, harm to animals, damage to desirable plant species, human safety concerns and the potential 
for long-term negative effects. 

This information was provided by George McMenamin,  a restoration and  
invasive plant management consultant in Santa Cruz County, California.

For larger stems you only need 
to treat the cambium layer.


