DROUGHT TOLERANT AND FIRE RESISTANT PLANT SPECIES BY PLANT COMMUNITY TYPE

Common Name

Scientific Name

Growth
Pattern/Height

Deciduous or
Evergreen?

Flower/Seed
Characteristics

Other Information

FOREST AND CHAPARRAL

TREES

Interior and Canyon | Quercus wislizenii Large tree, Evergreen Acorns Native to Santa Cruz Mtns

Live Oak and Q. chrysolepis 30-75’

SHRUBS

Coffee Berry Rhamnus californica 4-6° Evergreen Black berries Native to SC Mtns.

Coffee Berry Rhamnus californica 1-3 Evergreen Black berries Cultivar of Native

“Mound San Bruno” | *“San Bruno”

Toyon Heteromeles 6-10’ Evergreen Red berries Native to SC Mtns.
arbutifolia

Wild Lilac Ceanothus 8-12’ Evergreen Blue or white flowers Native to SC Mtns.
thrysiflorus

California Fuchsia Epilobium canum 2-4 Evergreen Red flowers in Native to SC Mtns.
(aka Zauschneria) summer

California Barberry | Berberis pinnata 3-5’ Evergreen Black berries Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Chaparral Currant Ribes malvaceum 4-6’ Deciduous Small pink flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

and dark blue berries
Canyon Gooseberry | Ribes menziesii 4-6° Evergreen Small pink flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
and berries
Chaparral Penstemon 2-4 Evergreen Blue flowers Native to Inner Coast Range
Penstemon heterophyllus
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Common Name Scientific Name Growth Deciduous or Flower/Seed Other Information
Pattern/Height Evergreen? Characteristics

Lemonade Berry Rhus integrifolia 3-5 Evergreen White flowers Native to So. CA.

California Styrax rediviva 4-6° Deciduous White flowers Native to No. CA.

Snowdrop Bush

Rush Rose Helianthemum r Evergreen Yellow flowers Native to SC Mtns.
scoparium

Deer Weed Lotus scoparius 2-4 Evergreen Yellow flowers Native to SC Mtns.

HERBACEOUS PLANTS/GROUNDCOVERS

Common Yarrow Achillea millefolium 1-2’ Evergreen White flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Dudleya Dudleya spp. 1-2’ Evergreen Pink-Yellow Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Purple Needlegrass | Nassella pulchra 1-2’ Evergreen Grass heads Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Pacific Stonecrop Sedum spathulifolium <r Evergreen - Cultivar of Native

“Cape Blanco”

Tufted Hair Grass Deschampsia <l Evergreen - Native to SC Mtns.
ceaspitosa

California Poppy Eschscholzia 1-2’ Biennial Orange flowers Native to SC Mtns.
californica

Yellow Yarrow Eriophyllum 1-2 Evergreen Yellow flowers Native to SC Mtns.
confertiflorum

Dara’s Choice Sage | Salvia X Dara’s 1-3 Evergreen Blue flowers Cultivar of native
Choice
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REDWOOD AND OAK FOR

ESTS

TREES
Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens | Large tree to Evergreen Inconspicuous Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
200’

Big Leaf Maple Acer macrophyllum Large tree, Deciduous Numerous seeds Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
30-100°

Blue Elderberry Sambucus mexicana Small tree, Deciduous White flower clusters, | Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
15-30° blue berries

California Buckeye | Aesculus californica Small tree, Deciduous White flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
15-40°

Wax Myrtle Myrica californica Small tree, Evergreen Inconspicuous Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
10-35’

Coast Live Oak Quercus agrifolia Large tree, Evergreen Acorns Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
30-75’

California Hazelnut | Corylus cornuta Small tree,8- Deciduous - Native to SC Mtns.

12

SHRUBS

California Rose Rosa californica 4-6’ Deciduous Pink flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Wood Rose Rosa gymnocarpa 3-4° Deciduous Small pink flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

Flowering Currant Ribes sanguineum 5-12’ Deciduous Small pink flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

and dark blue berries
Snowberry Symphoricarpos 4-6° Deciduous Small white flowers | Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
albus and berries

Salal Gaultheria shallon 2-3’ Evergreen Black berries Native to SC Mtns.

HERBACEOUS PLANTS/GROUNDCOVERS

California Bee Plant | Scrophularia 2-4 Evergreen Small burgundy Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.

californica flowers
California Aster Aster chilensis 2-4 Evergreen Purple flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
Hound’s tongue Cynoglossum grande 1-2’ Evergreen Blue flowers Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
Common Name Scientific Name Growth Deciduous or Flower/Seed Other Information
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Pattern/Height | Evergreen? Characteristics
Spreading Rush Juncus patens 1-2’ Evergreen - Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
Purple Needlegrass | Nassella pulchra 1-22 Evergreen - Native to Santa Cruz Mtns.
Blue-eyed Grass Sisyrinchium bellum <l Evergreen Blue flowers Native to SC Mtns.
Douglas Iris Iris douglasiana 1 Evergreen Blue/white flowers Native to SC Mtns.
Berkeley Sedge Carex tumulicola <1 Evergreen - Native to SC Mtns.
Wood Strawberry Fragaria vesca <l Evergreen Berries Native to SC Mtns.
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